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Safeguarding Statement

At Griffin Park we respect and value all children and are committed to providing a caring, friendly and safe environment for all our pupils so they can learn, in a relaxed and secure atmosphere.  We believe every pupil should be able to participate in all school activities in an enjoyable and safe environment and be protected from harm.  This is the responsibility of every adult employed by, or invited to deliver services at Griffin Park. We recognise our responsibility to safeguard all who access school and promote the welfare of all our pupils by protecting them from physical, sexual and emotional abuse, neglect and bullying.

Aims

At Griffin Park Primary we have high aspirations for our children and we believe that no child should be left behind.  We strongly believe that it is not about where you come from but your

passion and thirst for knowledge, and your dedication and commitment to learning that make the difference between success and failure, and we are determined to ensure that our children are given every chance to realise their full potential. 

Pupil Premium represents a significant amount of our budget and this policy outlines how we will ensure it is spent to its maximum effect.

Background

Pupil Premium is a Government initiative which targets extra money to children from deprived backgrounds.  Research shows that pupils from deprived backgrounds underachieve compared to their non-deprived peers.  The premium is provided to enable these pupils to be supported to reach their potential.

Context

When making decisions about using pupil premium funding it is important to consider the context of our school and the subsequent challenges faced. Common barriers for FSM children can be less support at home, weak language and communication skills, lack of confidence, more frequent behaviour difficulties, and attendance and punctuality issues. There may also be complex family situations that prevent children from flourishing. The challenges are varied and there is no “one size fits all”.

Pupil Premium money and allocation
Pupil Premium money is allocated to school for children who have a Free School Meal (FSM) or have had a FSM in the past 6 years; for children who are in the Care of the Local Authority (CIOC) and for children of service families (although this is a smaller amount).

The money has been allocated in order to close the gap in achievement between the more deprived children in our school.  These children generally achieve less than their peers, although at Griffin Park School we are aware this is not always the case.

We use the Sutton Trust Toolkit to examine research in order to make informed decisions at how best to close the achievement gap and utilise the funding in the most cost effective way.

The governors reserve the right to allocate the PP funding for children who although are not classes as PP child the school has identified as being socially challenged or underachieving.  

The school will allocate the funding at the beginning of each financial year and the governors will agree how this will be spent.  The Headteacher will provide details of how this is planned to be spent; how this is expected to make a difference to the children and how the impact will be monitored and evaluated.

The governors will discuss the use of PP money at each full governing body meeting and there will be a report of its use as part of the termly Headteachers report.
Appropriate uses of Pupil Premium funding

The governors agree that the money should be used to specifically target underachievement in school.

The uses will be clearly targeted and monitoring of their success will be ongoing. 

Success Criteria

· Early intervention and support for socially disadvantaged pupils. 

· The vast majority of socially disadvantaged pupils will meet their individual targets. 

· Effective parental pupil school support. 

· Having an effective system for identifying, assessing and monitoring pupils. 

· Having a whole school approach. 

· The school will develop confident and independent learners. 

Governors

The Governing Body will consider the information provided and will ensure that there is an annual statement to the parents on the school website outlining how the Pupil Premium funding has been used to address the issue of closing the gap for pupils eligible for Pupil Premium. This task will be carried out in line with the requirements published by the Department for Education.
