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	HEADTEACHER MESSAGE

	This week’s newsletter starts with a huge thank you to all those who have generously donated to Children In Need through school today.  Non-uniform days are always fun occasions in school and it was lovely to see in assembly this morning so many children taking part.  The money has been counted and the final total raised by Griffin Park Primary School is £123.  This will all go directly to the Children In Need charity..

On Monday of this week, we had our first Fire Drill of the year. This was a walk through to familiarise children and staff with the sound of the bell and the process involved.  Although it started raining as soon as we got outside, the children were all brilliant at evacuating the building quickly and safely and lined up smartly on the year.  We will be having another drill in the coming weeks to see how well we can do it with no notice.

	FLU VACCINATIONS

	Dear Parents and Carers,

Flu cases are rising across the UK, and vaccination is an important way to help protect children and the wider community.

We will be holding a flu vaccination clinic on Saturday 22nd November, between 10:00am and 2:00pm, at our Burnley base.
If your child has not yet received their flu vaccine, please call us to book an appointment on 0333 358 3397 (Option 2, then Option 2).

Clinic Address:
Lancashire Digital Technology Centre
Bancroft Road
Burnley
BB10 2TP

Thank you,
The School Immunisation Team

	 POLICE INCIDENT

	 You may have noticed the presence of police officers and PCSOs around the school at drop off and pick up times this week.  Police were informed on Monday after a man exposed himself to a member of the public near the school.

Teachers have spoken to the children about this in an age appropriate way and we would like to reassure you that we are doing all we can to assist police with their enquiries. We are grateful to the police for taking the matter seriously and supporting the families of the school by attending at pick up and drop off times.

Please remain vigilant and report anything suspicious straight to the police. 


KEY DATES
1/12/2025 – Christmas Panto AM/Christmas Art Day PM
3/12/2025 - Y1/2 Gymnastics Performance (Y1 – 10am/Y2 – 11am)
9/12/2025 – Christmas Jumper Day
* 11/12/2025 – Infant Nativity (am & PM)
* 17/12/2025 – Infant Christmas Party
* 18/12/2025 - Junior Christmas Party
19/12/2025 – Awards Assembly 1:15pm
19/12/2025 – School Closes End of term 2pm

* Please note these changes of date


STARS OF THE WEEK
Well done to the following children who will receive their certificates on Friday 21/11/25
YR: Hannah
Y1: Saira
Y2: Asma
Y3: Jacob
Y4: Theo
Y5: Zainab
Y6: Haleema
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	 PANTOMIME

	 This year, our Christmas Panto is Jack and The Beanstalk! This is delivered by M&M Productions, in school for the children, on Monday 1st December. 

The cost for this is a suggested donation of £3, which includes a drink and a snack. 

If you have any queries, please contact the school office. Please make a payment of the suggested donation by 25th November if you haven’t already done so.

	SCABIES

	We have been informed of confirmed cases of scabies within our school. 
 
Just to make you aware, in case you haven’t seen already on social media and news reports that there have been confirmed cases of scabies in Blackburn schools.
 
Scabies is a common skin condition caused by tiny mites that burrow into the skin, leading to itching/rashes. It spreads through close skin-to-skin contact and shared clothing or bedding. With consideration that a lot of our children have siblings and contact with children from local schools, please be mindful and maintain sanitation.
To help prevent further spread, we kindly ask you to:

•	Check your child’s skin for signs of persistent itching, especially at night, and small red spots or lines.
•	Seek advice from your GP or pharmacist as soon as possible if you suspect scabies.
•	Follow any treatment instructions carefully, including treating all household members at the same time.
•	Wash bedding, clothing, and towels used in the last 48 hours on a hot wash.

If contracted, children can only return to school after the first treatment has been completed. All people in the household/close contact must also have treatment.

If you have any questions or need further guidance, please contact the school office or your healthcare provider.  Thank you for your cooperation in helping us maintain a healthy environment for all.


	RECORDING IN ASSEMBLIES

	Each week we invite parents and carers in to see their children pick up their star of the week certificates if they have been chosen for that week.  We also love to invite parents in when we have class assemblies and on other special occasions.  We politely ask that any visitors to school refrain from recording or taking pictures during the assemblies.  

We have a number of children for whom we do not have permission to record and it is important that we protect the digital privacy of anyone in the hall during these special occasions.  We will always try to give people an opportunity to take a picture with their child at the end of the assembly where we can ensure that no-one else is in the picture.  

	 GRAPES

	 Grapes, and other similar sized foods, present a choking hazard to children.  The NHS reports that Grapes are the third most common cause of death in food-related accidents. The size and shape of them can completely plug a child's airway. Always chop grapes in half lengthways and ideally into quarters.

We have noticed that an increasing number of children are bringing whole grapes into school. If you are sending grapes into school, please cut them lengthways into quarters.  This is to minimise the choking risk for your child and other children in school.



(01254) 57724
office@griffinpark.blackburn.sch.uk
www.griffinparkprimary.co.uk
Head Teacher: Mr. D. Chapman
	
Deputy Head Teacher: Mrs R. Schofield

Assistant Head Teacher: Mrs S. Aspinall
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