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STARS OF THE WEEK
Well done to the following children who will receive their certificates on Friday 5/12/25
YR: Louie F
Y1: Sienna M
Y2: Isaac
Y3: Yusuf
Y4: Troy
Y5: Yasmin
Y6: Hadia
KEY DATES
1/12/2025 – Christmas Panto AM/Christmas Art Day PM
3/12/2025 - Y1/2 Gymnsatics Performance (Y1 – 10am/Y2 – 11am)
9/12/2025 – Christmas Jumper Day
* 11/12/2025 – Infant Nativity (am & PM)
* 17/12/2025 – Infant Christmas Party
* 18/12/2025 - Junior Christmas Party
19/12/2025 – Awards Assembly 1:15pm
19/12/2025 – School Closes End of term 2pm

* Please note these changes of date


	HEADTEACHER MESSAGE

	Can you believe that it is nearly December already?  I keep asking myself where this term has gone.  There have been so many exciting things happening and we have lots more yet to come as we count down to Christmas.

This week I was excited to see that the year 5 class were baking pretzels as part of their Design Technology unit.  Last week Year 6 were making pizzas. There have been delicious smells throughout the school with all the baking on a Wednesday afternoon.  Mrs Smith, our DT lead, has planned and organised some exciting units of work with Cook Stars who will be coming in at various points over the year to work with Years 1-6.  I can’t wait to see what’s going to be on the menu in the coming weeks and months. Thank you to Mrs Smith for organising these exciting learning opportunities for our children.

This week I had my first official meeting with the governors of Griffin Park School.  I was delighted to share with them the success of the school and look ahead to see what learning opportunities are available for our children this coming year.  Governors are volunteers who play a vital role in supporting the school and helping to shape its direction. 

We have space on the governing body for 2 co-opted governors.  Co-opted governors are people who may not have a specific link to the school but bring specific expertise such as finance or legal knowledge to help with the school’s success. If you know of anyone local who may be interested in supporting Griffin Park as a co-opted governor, please speak to myself or someone in the school office and we can arrange a chat with them. 

Have a lovely weekend and I will see you all in December,
Mr Chapman

	COLLECTING FROM SCHOOL

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Please ensure that anyone who is coming to collect children from school, is previously known to the staff in your child’s year group.  We cannot allow children to go with adults who we do not have recorded as being able to collect children.  If there is an emergency, please call the school beforehand to notify us and make sure that the name of the person collecting is given to the school office.  That way, we can ensure that children go home with a trusted adult and they are kept safe.

	NATIVITY AND CAROL CONCERT

	The infant nativity rehearsals are well under way and we are looking forward to welcoming parents and carers into school to see the children perform.  The juniors will be taking part in a carol concert on the morning of Monday 15th December at St Luke’s church.  This year, the Year 3 and 4 classes will be doing an Easter performance at the end of next term and years 5 and 6 will be doing a production at the end of the school year. 


















	








	
	IN THE KNOW

	Please see below for some important messages from local law enforcement teams to help us keep safe and prevent crime in the run up to Christmas.

	CHRISTMAS THEFTS

	In the run up to Christmas people will be buying presents and placing them under the tree etc. ,please consider how these are possibly viewed from outside your property to anybody passing by .Opportunist thieves will potentially walk around an area glancing into properties as they pass and taking note of what is on view and then watch for when people are leaving/returning to properties .Consider tilting blinds etc. to obscure the view or partially close curtains to reduce how  much of the room is on view to anybody walking past or place a small table lamp or similar on a timer to come on at certain times of the day .  Thank you for your help! Blackburn Neighbourhood Policing Team

	COMMISSIONER SENDS FESTIVE WARNING DURING VISIT TO SEE E-BIKE CRUSHING

	Lancashire’s Police and Crime Commissioner visited a Lancashire-based site where the hundreds of illegally used e-bikes and e-scooters removed from the county’s streets are crushed – and warned of the dangers for anyone considering purchasing one in the run up to Christmas.

Commissioner Clive Grunshaw joined Roads Policing Inspector Steve Scott to observe the entire process that takes place after illegal machines are seized from Lancashire’s streets, from removing batteries to crushing and safely processing all materials.

Ahead of the busy Christmas shopping period, including Black Friday, Commissioner Grunshaw and Insp Scott highlighted the regulations surrounding these potentially dangerous vehicles and urged the public to reconsider buying an e-scooter or e-bike – warning they could end up among the hundreds seized and crushed by Lancashire Constabulary if ridden illegally.

The renewed appeal comes as Lancashire Constabulary confirms it has seized more than 1,000 vehicles this year under Operation Centurion,  a county-wide crackdown on anti-social behaviour led by the force and supported by Police and Crime Commissioner Clive Grunshaw.

Speaking about the visit, Police and Crime Commissioner for Lancashire said:

“People across the county have made clear to me that the illegal use of e-bikes, e-scooters and similar vehicles is one of their top concerns, and I’ve worked closely with Lancashire Constabulary to ensure we tackle what has become an endemic problem here and across the country.

“This visit to see first-hand some of the seized e-bikes and e-scooters destroyed sends a clear message that it’s just not worth purchasing one of these devices if it is going to be used illegally – it will end up being crushed along with the others we’ve taken off our streets, to keep people safe and tackle what is an anti-social blight on communities.

“I have continually raised this issue with Government and other partners to ensure we have robust legislation to tackle this issue. We’ve also seen the introduction of a dedicated fleet of off-road bikes to tackle illegal e-scooter and e-bike use and I’ve witnessed the success of these operations.

“The fact that we’ve recently seen the number of these vehicles seized through Operation Centurion a thousand, speaks for itself. As the public’s voice in policing, I remain committed to pushing for tougher legislation and ensuring every available measure is used to deliver the highest standard of policing for the people of Lancashire.”

Outside of Electric Assisted Pedal Cycles (EAPCs), which can used on UK roads without the addition of insurance, tax, MOT or driving licence. However, such machines are often illegally adapted with powerful imported batteries and throttles, resulting speeds that far exceed safe levels. This includes adapted bikes which are propelled solely by a throttle.

Other e-machines are classes as motor vehicles and must be registered with the DVLA, display a vehicle registration plate and hold relevant insurance, tax and MOT. Riders must also hold a minimum of a provisional driving licence with a compulsory basic driving test (CBT).

Despite the relative ease of purchasing a e-scooters, they cannot be used anywhere other than private land.

Roads Policing Inspector Steve Scott added: “We saw some very good examples of what we see on Lancashire’s streets, with powerful batteries that can make these machines go at extreme speeds – the highest speed we have found could reach speeds of 83 miles an hour.

“Every bike that we seize in Lancashire will be crushed, we are regularly challenged on this and I can categorically say that these bikes will never be back on the roads.

“I continue to urge people during the coming weeks in the run up to Christmas, especially parents, not to purchase these types of illegal vehicles.”

Anyone concerned about illegal or dangerous driving of e-bikes can find out more about reporting actions on the dedicated Op Centurion website – https://www.lancashire-pcc.gov.uk/lancashire-tackling-asb/ 

Information can also be passed to independent charity Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555111. You can also call 101 or 999 in an emergency.

	FLU VACCINATIONS

	 A flu vaccination clinic will be held on 11 December at Shadsworth Children’s Centre (Shadsworth Road, BB1 2HR) between 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm. If you would like your child to attend, you can either book an appointment by calling 03333 583 397 (option 2, option 2) or use the drop-in service.

Reminder to Parents: Daily Health Check
With recent flu strains and seasonal sickness bugs circulating, we kindly ask all parents and carers to check their child’s health each morning before sending them to school.

Please keep your child at home if they have:

· A high temperature or fever
· Vomiting or diarrhoea (children should remain home for 48 hours after the last episode)
· Persistent cough, sore throat, or flu-like symptoms
· Any signs that they are generally unwell or unable to participate in normal school activities
These steps help us keep our school community healthy and reduce the spread of illness.
Thank you for your support and cooperation.
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