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	HEADTEACHER MESSAGE

	Welcome to the penultimate newsletter of the term.  There has been a very festive feel throughout school this week as we have been spreading the joy of the season from nursery to year six.  

On Monday we started the week by introducing our new behaviour policy to the children in separate infant and junior assemblies.  The three golden rules were shared and now children will be doing their best to Be Respectful, Be Safe and Be Ready.  The aim is for these simple, important rules to become embedded in all aspects of Griffin Park life and act as a guide for children to learn how to be the best version of themselves.  We are very much looking forward to celebrating the success of children who are seen exemplifying these rules and making good choices.  The new behaviour policy can be found on the school website with details of the rewards and consequences used throughout the school.

On Tuesday we all enjoyed a fantastic Christmas lunch cooked by Janet and her team.  It was absolutely delicious and I am already looking forward to next year’s meal. The children wore Christmas jumpers for the day which added to the festive feel throughout school.  There was some confusion over whether or not a donation had been asked for.  Please accept our apologies for this.  We didn’t need a donation for Christmas jumper day but for those of you who gave one, we have passed it on to Save The Children who organise the nationwide Christmas Jumper Day to raise money for their charity.

For me, the highlight of the week has to be the infant nativity.  In fact, I think it may be my personal highlight of the year so far. All of the children who took part were absolutely amazing and it was a joy to see them acting and singing on stage under the bright lights.  Thank you to everyone in school and at home who helped make the show a success. 

We will be sending home individual pictures of the children in their costumes so that you have a keepsake of the magical event. There are still lots of Christmas events happening before the end of term.  Please see the calendar for details of what is yet to come.

	YEAR ONE SPONSORED SPELL

	[bookmark: _Int_UkEs9SdL]Year One took part in a sponsored spelling challenge on 28th November, they had to learn 33 Reception common exception words, which wasn't easy!  Lots of children can read all of these but some also managed to spell more than 25 right too! Thanks goes to Abdullah, Isabella, Jasmin, Kelsey, Muhammad-Hashir, Jessica and Theo Kendall for raising lots of sponsor money.  However, the two biggest “thank yous” need to go to Iris for raising £75 and particularly Oakley for raising a whopping £212! The total of over £300 has been sent to Hedgehog Rescue in Lower Darwen, and Alison, the lady who runs it, is so grateful to you all!  Thank you and well done!  Alison even said she would name her next rescue hog, Oakley! – Mrs Holden


KEY DATES

* 17/12/2025 – Infant Christmas Party

* 18/12/2025 - Junior Christmas Party

Children may come in party clothes for Christmas party day

19/12/2025 – Awards Assembly 1:15pm

19/12/2025 – School Closes End of term 2pm

* Please note these changes of date


STARS OF THE WEEK
Well done to the following children who will receive their certificates on Friday 19/12/25
YR: Ayesha
Y1: Oakley
Y2: Huda
Y3: Lena
Y4: Isla
Y5: Haiqa
Y6: Kross
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	PICTURES/VIDEOS

	We do not allow recording or pictures to be taken at school events as part of safeguarding measures designed to ensure that all children are kept safe and that no images end up on social media.  We understand this may be disappointing for some people however the safety of all the children must be our top priority and we have to do everything we can to ensure that this remains the case.  Thank you in advance for your co-operation with this. 

	 BEST START IN LIFE 

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Juggling work, family life, and childcare can feel daunting at times. But when you know your child is happy, nurtured, and thriving in the care of dedicated professionals, everything feels a little easier.  
If you’re an eligible working parent, you can get 30 hours childcare for your child from the term after they turn 9 months old up to school age.
The deadline to apply for your childcare code is 31 December to start using your childcare hours from 1 January. 

What you need to know: 
· Check what support you could get: Use the childcare support checker on the Best Start in Life website
· Speak to your childcare provider: Check that they offer the hours and confirm their arrangements. 
· Keep your code up to date: You’ll need to reconfirm your details every 3 months via your GOV.UK account. You’ll get a reminder when it’s time.

CLICK HERE TO APPLY FOR YOUR CHILDCARE CODE BY 31st SEPTEMBER


	 LATE ARRIVALS/PICK-UPS

	 If a child is late for school in the morning or is late being collected at the end of the day, an adult must sign them in/out on the screen at the office. This allows us to monitor the punctuality of children and offer support where it may be needed.  Please do not allow your child to come to the office by themselves after the school day has started and we will not let children out unless there is an adult in reception to collect them. Children also need to be signed out by an adult if they are leaving school early for any reason.

	CAROL CONCERT

	On Monday 15th December 2025, the junior children will be walking up to St Luke’s Church to perform some carols and do some readings. We will be setting off straight away when the school day starts and hope to be at the church by 9:15am.  Parents, carers and family members are invited to join us at the church.  Please remember that no photographs or videos of the children are allowed during the concert. 

	ATTENDANCE

	 We are delighted to share that attendance has improved significantly over the past year, and we want to thank you for your continued support in making this happen. Excellent attendance and punctuality are essential for your child’s success. Every day in school is a step toward achieving their full potential. When children miss lessons, they miss valuable learning opportunities that help them thrive. Arriving on time sets the tone for a positive and productive day. The start of the school day is when children settle in, connect with their teacher, and prepare for learning. 
When they arrive late, it can be unsettling and make it harder for them to catch up. Consistent punctuality helps your child feel confident and ready to succeed. Together, we can continue to build strong habits that give every child the best chance to shine. Thank you for your ongoing commitment to supporting your child’s education—we truly appreciate everything you do. – Mrs Aspinall

	UNIFORM POLICY

	Our school uniform policy states that, ‘No jewellery should be worn in school. A watch and plain stud earrings are acceptable. However, earrings must be removed on PE Days. If you are considering having your child's ears pierced, please do so at the beginning of the 6- week break so these can be removed for PE lessons.’
[image: ] There has been confusion in some year groups about what is acceptable and staff are increasingly having to ask children to remove necklaces and earrings.  For the avoidance of confusion, we have shown the children pictures of the kind of earrings that are allowed according to the uniform policy.  The uniform policy will be reviewed by school governors in March.  The pictures are included below for your information. Thank you for your support in ensuring that children come to school looking smart every day. 
[image: ]
                     Silver Stud Earrings                                            Gold Stud Earrings                                       
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